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Appendix B

The Ancient Fulfillment of Daniel 11:2–35
and Timeline of the Syrian Wars Between

the Seleucids and the Ptolemies

This Appendix presents the documented historical events recorded
by ancient sources that fulfill Daniel 11:2–35. The reader can refer to

Figure B-1 to provide a framework for the myriad of events which
occurred over a century and a half, and were documented by ancient

historians such as Polybius and Josephus. Polybius was a Greek who
watched and recorded Rome slowly conquering his beloved Greece.

Josephus was a Jew who recorded Greece and Rome subduing his
beloved Judah.

The timeline of Daniel 11:2–35 extends from the time of Alexander
the Great and his Macedonian Empire around 323 BC to just after the

reign of Antiochus IV Epiphanes which ended in 163 BC. For the
remainder of this Appendix, the Bible will be quoted in the NKJV. My

explanation of how each verse was fulfilled follows, with references.
References are shown starting with Daniel 11:14. The history prior to

Daniel 11:14 is commonly documented. References in the text use an
abbreviated form citing sources, with sources fully listed at the end of

this Appendix.
For brevity’s sake, in my explanation of the Bible text, I abbreviate

the king of the north as KotN, and the king of the south, as KotS.

The Wars of Persia and Macedonia
Daniel 11:2–5

Daniel 11:2:

And now I will tell you the truth: Behold, three more

kings will arise in Persia, and the fourth shall be far
richer than them all; by his strength, through his riches,

he shall stir up all against the realm of Greece.
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The revelation contained in Daniel 11 begins with Daniel 10:1,
where it is stated this vision occurs “in the third year of Cyrus king of

Persia.” Therefore, the next three kings following Cyrus are Cambyses,
son of Cyrus, who ruled 530–522 BC, Bardiya, another son of Cyrus (or

claimed to be), who ruled in 522 BC, and Darius I who ruled from
522–486 BC. This is the same Darius mentioned in the books of Haggai,

Zechariah, Ezra, and Nehemiah.
The fourth king was Xerxes I, son of Darius I, and he ruled from

485-465 BC. He summoned up his empire's forces to attack the Greek
city states. The famous Battle of Thermopylae occurred during this time.

Xerxes I, also called Ahasuerus in the Bible, was husband to Queen
Esther.

Daniel 11:3:

Then a mighty king shall arise, who shall rule with great

dominion, and do according to his will.

The mighty king is Alexander the Great, son of Phillip II, king of
Macedonia. He conquered the Persian Empire all the way to India.

Daniel 11:4:

And when he has arisen, his kingdom shall be broken up

and divided toward the four winds of heaven, but not
among his posterity nor according to his dominion with

which he ruled; for his kingdom shall be uprooted, even
for others besides these.

Alexander died in 323 BC in Babylon, after having just finished the

conquest of the Persian Empire. The only heir he had was an infant son
back in Macedonia. His empire was divided up in 323 BC by twenty-five

kings, satraps, and generals, by a treaty known as the Partition of
Babylon.

Note: Daniel 11:4 does not say Alexander’s kingdom was divided
into four kingdoms as Dan. 8:8 does. If Daniel 11:4 did say it was four

kingdoms we might need to better explain why the division of
Alexander’s empire fulfilled this verse. However, no number is given.
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The Emergence of the KotN and KotS
Daniel 11:5–6

Daniel 11:5:

Also the king of the South shall become strong, as well
as one of his princes; and he shall gain power over him

and have dominion. His dominion shall be a great
dominion.

Verse 5 spans forty-two years from 323 BC to 281 BC, the year

Seleucus died. The KotS (i.e., Ptolemy I), one of the twenty-five satraps,
founded a new dynasty in Egypt in 323 BC, and made Egypt stable and

strong. In 306 BC, Seleucus, who was Ptolemy's general and admiral,
went on to rule his own empire in Babylon and Syria, founding his

dynasty as Seleucus I. Seleucus was also named as one of the twenty-
five, being assigned Babylon.

There was almost constant warfare between most of the twenty-five.
However, Seleucus and Ptolemy were lifelong friends. 

The Battle of Ipsus in 302 BC, and shown in Figure B-1, narrowed
down the number of remaining kingdoms. Among the terms of the treaty

ending this battle, Seleucus was given the Levant, i.e. Syria and Israel.
However, Seleucus let Ptolemy keep it as payment for Ptolemy helping

Seleucus take Babylon. Seleucus’ descendants didn’t agree with this, and
wanted the Levant back. This was the reason for six wars having been

fought with Egypt over 150 years.

The First, Second, and Third Syrian Wars
Daniel 11:6–8

Daniel 11:6:

And at the end of some years they shall join forces, for

the daughter of the king of the South shall go to the king

of the North to make an agreement; but she shall not

retain the power of her authority, and neither he nor his

authority shall stand; but she shall be given up, with

those who brought her, and with him who begot her, and

with him who strengthened her in those times.
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“Some years” in verse 6 were the twenty-eight years stretching from

281 BC to 253 BC. During those years, the First and Second Syrian Wars

were fought between Syria and Egypt. In 253 BC, the KotS (now

Ptolemy II Philadelphus, son of Ptolemy I) sent his daughter, Berenice,

to be the wife of the KotN (now Antiochus II, grandson of Seleucus I) to

create an alliance and put an end to the animosity over those twenty-eight

years.

(On a side note, it is this Ptolemy II, the king of the South, who

commissioned the creation of the Septuagint.)

Antiochus II had to divorce his first wife, Laodice, to marry

Berenice. Indeed the peace did not last as this verse says. Laodice took

vengeance by killing Antiochus II (in 246 BC) and then killing Berenice

and her new son shortly after. Seleucus II, son of Antiochus II and

Laodice, succeeded Antiochus II as KotN in 246 BC.

Daniel 11:7-8:

[V. 7] But from a branch of her roots one shall arise in

his place, who shall come with an army, enter the

fortress of the king of the North, and deal with them and

prevail. 

[V. 8] And he shall also carry their gods captive to

Egypt, with their princes and their precious articles of

silver and gold; and he shall continue more years than

the king of the North.

V. 7: The same year Antiochus II was murdered, Ptolemy II,

Berenice's father, passed away. He was succeeded by his son, Berenice's

brother, Ptolemy III, a branch from Berenice's roots, who became king of

Egypt. Ptolemy III then attacked the kingdom of the KotN (Seleucus II,

son of Antiochus II) to avenge his sister's death, in what became the

Third Syrian War (236–231 BC).

V. 8: Ptolemy III was so successful in his campaign, he occupied

both capitals at Antioch and Babylon and carried away much plunder.

Ptolemy III reigned until his death in 222 BC, three years longer than

that of Seleucus II.
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The Fourth and Fifth Syrian Wars
Daniel 11:9–19

Daniel 11:9–10:

[V. 9] Also the king of the North shall come to the
kingdom of the king of the South, but shall return to his

own land.
[V. 10] However his sons shall stir up strife, and

assemble a multitude of great forces; and one shall
certainly come and overwhelm and pass through; then he

shall return to his fortress and stir up strife.

V. 9: In 219 BC, KotN (Antiochus III, the Great, son of Seleucus II)
sent an army to Egyptian territory. The army got as far as the fortress at

Raphia (at the border of Gaza and Sinai), deep in the realm of the KotS
and was victorious. This began the Fourth Syrian War (219–217 BC).

KotN retreated to his own country because of what happened next in 217
BC.

V. 10: It is not completely clear whose sons are being referred to in
this verse. Figure 74 in chapter 31 shows us this verse is the chiastic

central message of Daniel 11:1–20, and so can be thought of as
appropriate to either side, summing up the account of generation after

generation, fathers and sons as kings, assembling forces and attacking
fortresses. It is a documented fact that both Ptolemy IV (the KotS) and

Antiochus III (the KotN) had sons who carried on the long tradition of
warfare between their states.

Daniel 11:11–12:

[V. 11] And the king of the South shall be moved with

rage, and go out and fight with him, with the king of the
North, who shall muster a great multitude; but the

multitude shall be given into the hand of his enemy.
[V. 12] When he has taken away the multitude, his heart

will be lifted up; and he will cast down tens of
thousands, but he will not prevail.
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V. 11: The KotS (now Ptolemy IV Philopator, son of Ptolemy III)

responds to the invasion by Antiochus III by sending an army almost as
big as that of the KotN (Antiochus III, the Great), to Raphia, and defeats

the KotN. The great multitude of Antiochus III is vanquished by Ptolemy
IV’s army.

V. 12: The KotS slaughters thousands of the army of the KotN at
Raphia. The KotS however will not prevail in the long run.

Daniel 11:13:

For the king of the North will return and muster a

multitude greater than the former, and shall certainly
come at the end of some years with a great army and

much equipment.

“The end of some years” is the end of fifteen years. The KotN (still
Antiochus III) attacked the KotS (now Ptolemy V, son of Ptolemy IV)

again in what is the Fifth Syrian War (202-198 BC). Next, the text of
Daniel 11:14 tells of conditions going on in Egypt at that time.

Daniel 11:14:

Now in those times many shall rise up against the king

of the South. Also, violent men of your people shall
exalt themselves in fulfillment of the vision, but they

shall fall.

In those times between the Fourth Syrian War and Fifth Syrian War
(in the interim of 217–202 BC, i.e. fifteen years), the Egyptian kingdom

of Ptolemy IV (who died in 203 BC) was weakened because there was
(1) royal court regency infighting as to how the country would be

controlled, and (2) native Egyptian populations in the south declared
their own kingdom, breaking away.

In addition, there was a small rebellion in Judah forty years prior to
the time of the Maccabees that was unsuccessful (Ref. Josephus, Antiq.

12.3.3). Daniel 11:14 suggests the Jews saw this prophecy in Daniel 11
and thought at that time it was the time of fulfillment. They were

mistaken, but it did contribute to the weakening of Egypt.
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Daniel 11:15–16:

[V. 15] So the king of the North shall come and build a

siege mound, and take a fortified city; and the forces of
the South shall not withstand him. Even his choice

troops shall have no strength to resist.
[V. 16] But he who comes against him shall do

according to his own will, and no one shall stand against
him. He shall stand in the Glorious Land with

destruction in his power.

V. 15: The KotN (still Antiochus III, the Great) wins the Battle of
Paneas during the Fifth Syrian War and takes the fortified city of Sidon

on the Lebanese coast.
V. 16: Upon winning this battle in 200 BC, the KotN finally

controlled Judah, and KotN establishes himself in Judah for the first time
since the two empires co-existed starting in 306 BC. Antiochus III, the

Great had complete control of the Levant and could do anything he
wanted; he had the power to destroy Jerusalem and the Jews, if he

wanted. Dan. 11:18 shows us the KotN had other plans.

Daniel 11:17–19:

[V. 17] He shall also set his face to enter with the
strength of his whole kingdom, and upright ones with

him; thus shall he do. And he shall give him the daughter
of women to destroy it; but she shall not stand with him,

or be for him.
[V. 18] After this he shall turn his face to the coastlands,

and shall take many. But a ruler shall bring the reproach
against them to an end; and with the reproach removed,

he shall turn back on him.
[V. 19] Then he shall turn his face toward the fortress of

his own land; but he shall stumble and fall, and not be
found.

V. 17: At the end of the Fifth Syrian War in 198 BC, Antiochus III,

the Great gives his daughter Cleopatra (becoming Cleopatra I of Egypt)
to Ptolemy V Epiphanes, the KotS, as his wife, creating a new alliance.
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By making peace with Egypt and securing his southern border,

Antiochus III could concentrate on the northwest of his empire.
Cleopatra I was faithful to her husband and upheld the sovereignty of

Egypt, as it says in Daniel 11:17.
V. 18: Antiochus III then focused his military on the Greek mainland

and western Asia Minor, i.e. the coastlands. With the growing Roman
Empire as a threat, he decided areas to the northwest on the frontier in

Asia Minor must receive his immediate attention. However, in 190 BC,
the Roman general Scipio defeated Antiochus III in battle in Asia Minor.

V. 19: Antiochus III was forced to retreat to his strongholds located
in only the southeast corner of Asia Minor, near his capital city of

Antioch. The peace treaty with Scipio included paying a heavy annual
tribute. Antiochus III died three years later.

The Usurper
Daniel 11:20

Daniel 11:20:

There shall arise in his place one who imposes taxes on
the glorious kingdom; but within a few days he shall be

destroyed, but not in anger or in battle.

The next king of Syria, Seleucus IV, son of Antiochus III, now has to
pay a heavy tax to the Romans as part of the treaty following his father's

defeat in 190 BC. He sent his minister named Heliodorus to take the
temple treasury in Jerusalem to raise money. Upon returning, Heliodorus

kills Seleucus IV and takes the throne for his own. Heliodorus reigns for
only a few months during 175 BC, i.e. “a few days.”

Antiochus IV Epiphanes and the Sixth Syrian War
Daniel 11:21–30

Daniel 11:21–23:

[V. 21] And in his place shall arise a vile person, to
whom they will not give the honor of royalty; but he

shall come in peaceably, and seize the kingdom by
intrigue.
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[V. 22] With the force of a flood they shall be swept

away from before him and be broken, and also the prince
of the covenant.

[V. 23] And after the league is made with him he shall
act deceitfully, for he shall come up and become strong

with a small number of people.

In verses 21–23, Antiochus IV Epiphanes is prophesied as taking his
kingdom and beginning pressure on the Jews. He wished to Hellenize

them.
V. 21: Seleucus IV's brother (who was killed by Heliodorus),

Antiochus IV, the “vile person,” is released from custody in Rome. With
the help of a king in Greece, he travels back to Antioch, kills Heliodorus,

and takes the throne. Antiochus IV is next in line for the throne, so he
was of royalty. However, he was the first in his royal family line who

didn’t have the throne given to him; he had to act on his own to take it,
i.e. he was not given the honor of royalty. His reign began in 175 BC.

V. 22: After consolidating power, Antiochus IV took his large army
south from Antioch towards Egypt in 170 BC. He stopped at Jerusalem,

which his father Antiochus III had already conquered. Onias, the high
priest, had just died, and the high priest position was given to his brother

Jesus. However, Antiochus IV took the high priest position from Jesus
(“a prince of the covenant”) and gave it to another brother also named

Onias, a Hellenistic sympathizer. Antiochus changed his name to
Menelaus (Ref. Josephus, Antiq. 12.5.1).

V. 23: At this time in Jerusalem, Tobias and his sons, who were also
Hellenistic sympathizers, kept Antiochus IV informed of events in

Jerusalem. With the support of the king, a Greek gymnasium was built in
Jerusalem that was a force for Hellenization of the residents of Jerusalem

(Ref. Josephus, Antiq. 12.5.1).

Daniel 11:24–28:

[V. 24] He shall enter peaceably, even into the richest
places of the province; and he shall do what his fathers

have not done, nor his forefathers: he shall disperse
among them the plunder, spoil, and riches; and he shall

devise his plans against the strongholds, but only for a
time.
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[V. 25] He shall stir up his power and his courage

against the king of the South with a great army. And the
king of the South shall be stirred up to battle with a very

great and mighty army; but he shall not stand, for they
shall devise plans against him.

[V. 26] Yes, those who eat of the portion of his
delicacies shall destroy him; his army shall be swept

away, and many shall fall down slain.
[V. 27] Both these kings’ hearts shall be bent on evil,

and they shall speak lies at the same table; but it shall
not prosper, for the end will still be at the appointed

time.
[V. 28] While returning to his land with great riches, his

heart shall be moved against the holy covenant; so he
shall do damage and return to his own land.

In verses 24–28, Antiochus IV Epiphanes is prophesied as taking

Egypt and invading it at the start of the Sixth Syrian War (170–168 BC)
V. 24: Ptolemy V Epiphanes died in 181 BC, and then his young son,

Ptolemy VI Philometor began to rule at age six. The two head ministers,
Eulaeus and Linaeus, at Alexandria convinced the young king to attack

Judah and Syria to take them back (Ref. Polybius XXIX, ch. 23).
Attacking in 170 BC, beginning the Sixth Syrian War (170–168 BC),

Antiochus IV Epiphanes defeated the Egyptian army at Pelusium, a town
at the east end of the Nile Delta (Ref. Josephus, Antiq. 12.5.2). Upon that

victory, Antiochus was able to walk into Egypt without resistance with
only a small army, and he swept through the richest (i.e. “fattest”) parts

of Egypt, the Nile Delta. He took Memphis, the old Egyptian capital,
which was at the south end of the Nile Delta (Ref. Josephus, Antiq.

12.5.2). Antiochus made Ptolemy VI Philometor his puppet king at
Memphis (Ref. Mahaffy, Ch. IX, sec. 189). Antiochus took all of Lower

Egypt except Alexandria. At Alexandria, the populace made Ptolemy
VI's brother, Ptolemy VIII Physcon, king. The government there sent

envoys to Rome to plea for help.
Antiochus planned to take all of Egypt, including Alexandria. After

negotiations (more detail next given in Dan. 11:27) with Greek envoys to
save Ptolemaic Egypt at Naucratis, a large city forty-five miles southeast

of Alexandria, Antiochus won the populace surrounding Alexandria by
giving to the head of every Greek household one gold stater, a coin
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weighing 20–28 grams (Ref. Polybius XXVIII, ch. 20). It is believed the

staters were plunder from elsewhere in Egypt. A 20–28-gram gold coin
would be worth one month's wage. In this way, Antiochus “dispersed”

plunder and riches and won the loyalty of the local populace.
V. 25: “He,” Antiochus IV Epiphanes, as stated in Scripture,

defeated KotS (Ptolemy VI, Philometor) in 170 BC and pillaged Egypt.
This is the first attack on Egypt as part of the Sixth Syrian War. Also as

stated before, the two ministers stirred Ptolemy VI, the KotS, to battle.
The two ministers had an agenda: to control Egypt.

V. 26: Those two ministers destroyed the rule of Ptolemy VI through
their “advice.” They ate at the king's table at his court. In 170 BC,

Antiochus IV Epiphanes utterly defeated the troops of Ptolemy VI
Philometor at Pelusium, which he took and fortified with his own

garrison (Ref. The Histories of Polybius).
V. 27: The Romans were concerned that Egypt be kept whole and

stable to provide wheat to Rome. By that time, Egypt had become an
important “breadbasket” to the million or so people living in Rome. (In

fact, when Rome finally conquered Egypt, it was made an imperial
province, under the direct administration of the emperor for this very

reason.)
The Romans used Greek envoys from other Greek kingdoms to

speak to the Greek king Antiochus IV Epiphanes to negotiate an end to
the war. It was arranged for Ptolemy VIII Physcon to come up the Nile

River from Alexandria for negotiations at Memphis with Antiochus IV.
Antiochus IV said during negotiations that Egypt belonged to Ptolemy

VI, and that he and Ptolemy VI were friends (though Antiochus had just
slaughtered his army at Pelusium) (Ref. Mahaffy, Ch. IX, Sec. 190).

Antiochus IV had Ptolemy VI (who was Antiochus’ nephew, as
Antiochus IV and Ptolemy’s mother Cleopatra I of Egypt were both

children of Antiochus III) held at Memphis. Ptolemy VI arranged a great
banquet with his uncle Antiochus IV as guest. At this time, it was

recorded that Antiochus IV lied to his nephew Ptolemy VI saying he was
going to take great care of him. At the same time, Ptolemy VI lied to his

uncle by thanking him for his care and saying he trusted him, when he
was planning all along to unite the kingdom of Egypt with his brother,

Ptolemy VIII Physcon, king at Alexandria.
V. 28: “His heart” is the heart of Antiochus IV. He did return toward

his own country in northern Syria, and felt that the riches of Jerusalem’s
temple should be his. This verse could be speaking of a move he would
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have made against Jerusalem upon his first return to Syria, or upon his

second return to Syria. 
Antiochus IV left Egypt, leaving Ptolemy VI as his deputy at

Memphis. Ptolemy VI and Ptolemy VIII then resolved their differences
and began to rule Egypt conjointly in 170 BC (Ref. Mahaffy, Ch. IX,

Sec. 191).

Daniel 11:29–30:

[V. 29] At the appointed time he shall return and go
toward the south; but it shall not be like the former or the

latter.
[V. 30] For ships from Cyprus [Kittim and western

lands] shall come against him; therefore he shall be
grieved, and return in rage against the holy covenant,

and do damage. So he shall return and show regard for
those who forsake the holy covenant.

V. 29: Due in part to the Ptolemies of Egypt uniting, Antiochus IV

returned to Egypt in 168 BC (the second half of the Sixth Syrian War).
This new invasion was better planned and equipped than his first one for

he wanted to make sure he conquered Alexandria this time. Antiochus
reentered Egypt and occupied Memphis (Ref. Mahaffy, Ch. IX, Sec.

192). 
There was also a move by the Greek envoys to reconcile the three

kings (Antiochus IV, Ptolemy VI, Ptolemy VIII). This was not needed,
however. Antiochus IV was approaching Alexandria yet again and got

within four miles of the city. This second invasion was to be indeed
different.

V. 30: Unknown to Antiochus IV, Roman forces had arrived via
ships from Rome. Four miles outside Alexandria, Antiochus IV met a

Roman commander, named Gaius Popilius Laenas. Popilius met
Antiochus IV who had earlier received a letter from the same Popilius,

asking Antiochus' intentions toward Egypt. Upon meeting Antiochus IV,
Popilius did not allow Antiochus time to think it over. Popilius drew a

line in the sand around Antiochus and said he could not leave the circle
until the king gave Popilius an answer—was it to be friendship or war?

The Romans (of the western lands) were threatening to back up Egypt.
Antiochus told Popilius he would withdraw, and so he did. Antiochus
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was grieved for he could not finish his conquest of Egypt (Ref. Mahaffy,

Ch. IX, Sec. 192; Polybius XXIX, ch. 27; Josephus, Antiq. 12.5.2).
On the way back, Antiochus IV vented his anger and frustration on

Jerusalem, pillaging it, and tormenting the Jews. It is my opinion that
Antiochus IV felt that a united Egypt with Rome might prevent him from

ruling Judah. He may have felt this was his last chance to take advantage
of the Jews, and so he entered Jerusalem. The Hellenizers opened the

gates for him and he and his army entered Jerusalem (Ref. Josephus,
Antiq. 12.5.2-3).

Antiochus IV Epiphanes’ Attack on Jerusalem and
the Jews

Daniel 11:31–32:

[V. 31] And forces shall be mustered by him, and they
shall defile the sanctuary fortress; then they shall take

away the daily sacrifices, and place there the
abomination of desolation.

[V. 32] Those who do wickedly against the covenant he
shall corrupt with flattery; but the people who know

their God shall be strong, and carry out great exploits.

V. 31: Antiochus IV pillaged the entire city of Jerusalem, removed
the gold and gold articles from the temple, burned some of the more

important buildings, slew many thousands of people, sacrificed swine on
the altar, and ordered peoples' bodies torn to pieces. There were

whippings, crucifixions, and hangings. All books that were found that
were copies of the Scriptures were burned (Ref. Josephus, Antiq. 12.5.4,

War 1.1.2; 1 Maccabees 1:20–3, 2 Maccabees 5–7).
V. 32: One of the great exploits of the Jews standing for their faith is

recorded in 2 Maccabees 7, where a mother and her seven sons became
martyrs, an account worthy of being included in Foxe's Book of the

Martyrs. They told their torturers that they would not deviate from
worshipping the God of heaven and from following his laws.

Daniel 11:33–35:
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[V. 33] And those of the people who understand shall

instruct many; yet for many days they shall fall by sword
and flame, by captivity and plundering.

[V. 34] Now when they fall, they shall be aided with a
little help; but many shall join with them by intrigue.

[V. 35] And some of those of understanding shall fall, to
refine them, purify them, and make them white, until the

time of the end; because it is still for the appointed time.

V. 33: Many Jews were killed by sword and flame and were
plundered (Ref. Josephus, Antiq. 12.5.4, War 1.1.2; 1 Maccabees 1:20–3;

2 Maccabees 5:7). Many will undergo the same trials at the hands of
Antichrist in the end time.

V. 34–35: Would not those who know their God and resist either
Antiochus or Antichrist have falling in common? Wouldn’t the purpose

of falling (i.e., dying) be to refine and purify and make ready for the
return of Messiah?

Conclusion

The histories of Polybius, Josephus, and I and II Maccabees have

been shown to provide the necessary information proving Daniel

11:2–35 was fulfilled in ancient times, prior to the coming of Christ. The

results of this analysis also confirm the chiastic finding that Daniel

11:21–30 is a different account from Daniel 11:36–45, i.e. the former is

of Antiochus IV in the 160s BC, and the latter is of the coming

Antichrist.
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